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A secret Arctic experiment becomes a frozen nightmare, when a team of scientists are set adrift on

an iceberg--with a murderer in their midst, and a massive explosive charge only hours away from

detonation.
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First of all, I'm a great Koontz fan. He is a superlative writer, and this early book--updated by the

author--is an example of his extraordinary talent. FEW writers can combine great adventure and plot

WITH excellent characterization. Koontz is a master of doing just this.Icebound is a departure from

Koontz's horror genre. This is strictly a techno-thriller. The action is nonstop--never a dull moment,

and all very, very well done. It is about a group of scientists who are carrying out an assignment in

the arctic...very believable scenario, I might add. As a result of severe weather storm conditions and

sub-oceanic quakes, a large chunk of ice breaks off and they find themselves stranded on an

iceberg upon which they had implanted explosives scheduled to go off in 12 hours. There are no

American ships that can rescue them because of their distance and the severe weather. Only a

Russian sub on a clandestine mission is close enough and has the ability to possibly rescue the

team of scientists.The stories of the men, especially the submarine captain, make you really care

about the outcome. Although Koontz, in his afterword, is humble enough to diminish his

technological detail as compared with a Tom Clancy, I found the whole thing so real that I was

there! I love submarine adventures and to me, this numbers with the best of them.Noteworthy is the

graphic detail of what it must be like to work in such an extreme environment. The descriptions of



the arctic and the weather conditions are awesome. Even the death scene where one man dies

through drowning is so realistic I could imagine vividly what it felt like to die this way.On top of the

natural perils they face, there is a one twisted mind with them who is obsessively determined to

commit murder.

This was quite interesting, and for the most part, quite a delight. Koontz takes a turn from his usual,

and gives us an unusual twist in the Arctic Circle. I think my question was like the question of some,

and I wondered if it would work. Would Dean Koontz try to be Tom Clancy mixed with Oliver North

and try to pull of a techno-suspense thriller? No he didn't and I thought WHEW as I finished it up.So

we take an assignment to the Arctic, on an iceberg, and let the games begin. But with the climate,

storms and what not, trouble brews. As time passes, you wonder if there is somebody there with

murder on their mind. You have Harry and Rita Carpenter. Harry is the leader of the expedition, the

big dog. Rita has her fears, actually intense phobic reactions. These fears are, #1; Cryophobia: the

fear of ice and frost. #2 fear is Frigophobia: the fear of cold. And last but not least is Chionophobia:

the fear of snow. Then you have big and bad Pete Johnson, along with Roger Breskin, your basic

no fear type guys, Pete is the electric engineer. Then you have Brian Dougherty, related to a former

President. I myself couldn't help but laugh at George Lin, who thinks the communists are trying to

control them. Claude Jobert, who is also part of the team, and Franz Fischer, who used to date Rita.

There you have a believable story, mixed in with the fact that you have a murderer. Oh and by the

way, you have bombs in the ice that will blow up the iceberg in about 12 hours. No sweat, right?

And HEY!! the Russians are coming to the rescue this time! Don't miss out. I really like the Russian

submarine captain, Nikita Gorov, who is in all reality, doing this for his son.I guess the reason I gave

this only 4 stars is easy for me.
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